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I. INTRODUCTION
The Rapporteur, Mr Artur ZASADA (EPP-PL), had originally presented a report consisting of 243 amendments to the proposal for a Regulation, on behalf of the Committee on Transport and Tourism. When the Parliament voted in plenary on 12 December 2012, it had decided to reject the Commission proposal and referred it back to the responsible Committee
. However, in view of this month's plenary the Committee for Transport and Tourism presented further 118 amendments (amendments 244 -361) and suggested the final vote. 
II.
DEBATE
No debate took place.
III.
VOTE
When the plenary held its final vote on 16 April 2013, it adopted all 118 amendments (amendments 244-361). The text of the amendments adopted and the European Parliament's legislative resolution are set out in the Annex hereto.
____________________
ANNEX
(16.4.2013)

Groundhandling services at European Union airports ***I

European Parliament legislative resolution of 16 December 2012 on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on groundhandling services at Union airports and repealing Council Directive 96/67/EC (COM(2011)0824 – C7-0457/2011 – 2011/0397(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

–
having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2011)0824),

–
having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 100(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C7‑0457/2011),

–
having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

–
having regard to the reasoned opinion submitted, within the framework of Protocol No 2 on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality, by the Luxembourg Chamber of Deputies, asserting that the draft legislative act does not comply with the principle of subsidiarity,

–
having regard to the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee of 28 March 2012
,

–
having regard to the opinion of the Committee of the Regions of 19 July 2012
,

–
having regard to Rule 55 of its Rules of Procedure,

–
having regard to the report of the Committee on Transport and Tourism and the opinions of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs and the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (A7-0364/2012),

1.
Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;

2.
Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend its proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3.
Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments.

Amendment

244
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(2) Airports and groundhandling services are essential to the proper functioning of air transport and are a key function in the aviation chain. Groundhandling services cover all ground-based aviation-related activities carried out for individual airlines at airports.
	(2) Airports and groundhandling services are essential to the proper functioning and security of air transport and are a key function in the aviation chain. Groundhandling services cover all ground-based aviation-related activities carried out for individual airlines at airports.


Amendment

245
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 7 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(7a) As free market access is the norm in Union transport policy, the complete liberalisation of the groundhandling market should be the ultimate goal.


Amendment

246
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 10

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(10) For certain categories of groundhandling services, access to the market may come up against safety, security, capacity and space availability constraints. It should therefore be possible to limit the number of authorised suppliers of such groundhandling services.
	(10) For certain categories of groundhandling services, access to the market may come up against safety, security, capacity and space availability constraints. It should therefore be possible to limit the number of authorised suppliers of such groundhandling services. It should be possible for the extent of such limitations to differ between individual terminals within the same airport provided that they are applied in a non-discriminatory manner, do not distort competition and comply with this Regulation and that the minimum number of suppliers at each terminal remains the same.


Amendment

247
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 11

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(11) In certain cases the safety, security, capacity and space availability constraints can be such that they may justify further restrictions on market access or on self-handling, provided that these restrictions are relevant, objective, transparent and non-discriminatory. In such cases Member States should be entitled to request exemptions from the provisions of this Regulation.
	(11) In certain cases the safety, security, capacity and space availability constraints can be such that they may justify temporary restrictions on market access or on self-handling, provided that these restrictions are relevant, objective, transparent and non-discriminatory. In such cases Member States should be entitled to request exemptions from the provisions of this Regulation.


Amendment

248
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 13 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(13a) All suppliers of groundhandling services, self-handling airport users and subcontractors operating at an airport should apply the relevant representative collective agreements and national laws of the Member State concerned so as to allow fair competition between suppliers of groundhandling services based on quality and efficiency.


Amendment

249
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 14

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(14) Airport users should be consulted in the selection of suppliers of groundhandling services, since they have a major interest in the quality and price of groundhandling services.
	(14) Given the necessity to take into account airport users’ needs, they should be consulted in the selection of suppliers of groundhandling services, since they have a major interest in the quality and price of groundhandling services.


Amendment

250
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 17
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(17) Ambiguity exists as to whether Member States may require the takeover of staff upon a change of provider for groundhandling services to which access is limited. Discontinuity of staff can have a detrimental effect on the quality of groundhandling services. It is therefore appropriate to clarify the rules on the takeover of staff beyond the application of Directive 2001/23/EC on transfers of undertakings enabling Member States to ensure adequate employment and working conditions.
	(17) Clarification should be provided as to whether Member States may require the takeover of staff upon a change of provider for groundhandling services to which access is limited under Article 6(2). Discontinuity of staff can have a detrimental effect on the quality of groundhandling services. It is therefore appropriate to clarify the rules on the takeover of staff beyond the application of Directive 2001/23/EC on transfers of undertakings enabling Member States to ensure adequate employment and working conditions.


Amendment

251
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 17 a (new)
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(17a) Enhancing the quality of groundhandling services should be the ultimate aim; this should be done without increasing the administrative burden for groundhandling companies. It is therefore important that companies should be allowed to decide on their own general business practices and their human resources policy.


Amendments

252 and 253
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 19

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(19) To make sure that all service suppliers and self-handling airport users possess sufficient economic solidity, good repute, sufficient insurance coverage, and proper knowledge of groundhandling operations and the airport environment, and in order to establish a level playing field, the granting of approval should be subject to minimum requirements.
	(19) In order to ensure that all service suppliers and self-handling airport users meet at least the safety and security requirements and possess sufficient insurance coverage and knowledge of groundhandling operations, and in order to establish a level playing field, the granting of approval should be subject to minimum requirements; those minimum requirements should not in any way have a restrictive impact on the further opening of the market.


Amendment

254
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 22

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(22) The managing body of the airport and/or any other managing body of the centralised infrastructure of that airport should regularly consult airport users on the definition of the infrastructure and the level of fees.
	(22) The managing body of the airport and/or any other managing body of the centralised infrastructure of that airport should be obliged regularly to consult airport users on the definition of the infrastructure and the level of fees.


Amendment

255
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 23

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(23) The managing body of the airport may also supply groundhandling services itself. As at the same time, through its decision, the managing body of the airport may exercise considerable influence on competition between suppliers of groundhandling services, airports should be required to keep their groundhandling services in a legal entity separate from the legal entity for infrastructure management.
	(23) The managing body of the airport may also supply groundhandling services itself. Since at the same time, through its decision, the managing body of the airport may exercise considerable influence on competition between suppliers of groundhandling services, airports should be required to keep strictly separate accounts for their groundhandling services on the one hand and their infrastructure management on the other.


Amendment

256
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 24 a (new)
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(24a) Where the managing body of an airport supplies groundhandling services itself, or where it directly or indirectly controls a groundhandling services undertaking, due coordination of the groundhandling services should be monitored by the independent supervisory authority in order to guarantee equal treatment.


Amendment

257
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 26 a (new)
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(26a) In order to guarantee an adequate level of safety at all airports, requirements on minimum safety standards for groundhandling services should comply with the principles on safety and management systems laid down by the relevant Union law.


Amendment

258
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 28

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(28) In a labour-intensive sector such as groundhandling, continuous staff development and training have a strong impact on service quality. Minimum training requirements should therefore be set to ensure the quality of operations in terms of reliability, resilience, safety and security, and to create a level playing field among operators.
	(28) In a labour-intensive sector such as groundhandling, continuous staff development and training have a strong impact on service quality and the safety of operations. A competent Union institution, acting in cooperation with the competent authorities of the Member States, airport operators and social partners, should set ambitious minimum standards to ensure the highest quality for education and training of employees in the groundhandling sector. Those standards should be regularly updated and developed in order to contribute to the quality of operations in terms of reliability, resilience, safety and security, and to create a level playing field among operators. As long as the required standards are not met at the airport concerned, the accreditation of the service providers concerned should be suspended, withdrawn or withheld until the appropriate standard has been attained again. Additional airport-specific training should be provided, of a duration of not less than five days.


Amendment

259
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 31

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(31) Member States should retain the power to ensure an adequate level of social protection for the staff of undertaking providing groundhandling services;
	(31) Member States should ensure that the staff of undertakings providing groundhandling services enjoy an adequate level of social protection, as well as decent working conditions, also in the case of subcontracting and in the context of service contracts. If competent authorities of a Member State find that gaps in protection exist or that rules are being infringed, it should be possible for the accreditation of the service providers concerned to be suspended, withdrawn or withheld, until the appropriate standard has been attained again;


Amendment

260
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 31 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(31a) Since disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility often experience unjustified discrimination in the handling of their problems and complaints and in the remedies provided, this Regulation should be applied in conformity with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 July 2006 concerning the rights of disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility when travelling by air1.

	
	_____________________________

1 OJ L 204, 26.7.2006, p. 1.


Amendment

261
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 31 b (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(31b) Even though the rights of disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility when travelling by air are laid down by Regulation (EC) No 1107/2006, this Regulation encourages increased convergence between, on the one hand, the providers of assistance to disabled persons or persons with reduced mobility and, on the other hand, the handlers of aid equipment of the travellers, including medical devices.


Amendment

262
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 31 c (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(31c) In view of the progress that has been made in the area of passenger rights and in order to prevent discrimination against passengers with disabilities, the objectives of and solutions proposed by Directive 2001/85/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November 2001 relating to special provisions for vehicles used for the carriage of passengers comprising more than eight seats in addition to the driver’s seat1 should be taken into account.

	
	____________________________

1 OJ L 42, 13.2.2002, p. 1.


Amendment

263
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 32

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(32) In order to ensure that harmonised insurance requirements apply for suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users, the power to adopt acts in accordance with Article 290 of the Treaty should be delegated to the Commission in respect of insurance requirements for suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users. In order to ensure that harmonised and properly updated obligations apply concerning the minimum quality standards for groundhandling services and concerning the reporting obligations for suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users, the power to adopt acts in accordance with Article 290 of the Treaty should be delegated to the Commission in respect of specifications for minimum quality standards for groundhandling services and in respect of specifications for the content and dissemination of reporting obligations for suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users. It is of particular importance that the Commission carries out appropriate consultations during its preparatory work, including at expert level and involving the specific Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee set up under Decision 98/500/EC.
	(32) In order to ensure that harmonised insurance requirements apply for suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users, the power to adopt acts in accordance with Article 290 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union should be delegated to the Commission in respect of insurance requirements for suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users. In order to ensure that harmonised and properly updated obligations apply concerning the reporting obligations for suppliers of groundhandling services and airport users, the power to adopt acts in accordance with Article 290 of the Treaty should be delegated to the Commission in respect of specifications for the content and dissemination of reporting obligations for suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users. It is of particular importance that the Commission carry out appropriate consultations during its preparatory work, including at expert level and involving the specific Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee set up under Commission Decision 98/500/EC of 20 May 1998 on the establishment of Sectoral Dialogue Committees promoting the dialogue between the social partners at European level*. The Commission, when preparing and drawing up delegated acts, should ensure a simultaneous, timely and appropriate transmission of relevant documents to the European Parliament and the Council.

	
	_____________

	
	* OJ L 225, 12.8.1998, p. 27.


Amendment

264
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 32 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(32a) Given the specific conditions that apply to groundhandling services in respect of wheelchairs and other medical and assistance equipment used by disabled passengers or passengers with reduced mobility, and the extent to which such equipment is vital for the independence of such passengers, the insurance policies taken out by suppliers of groundhandling services should guarantee full compensation for losses incurred as a result of damage to or loss of such equipment.


Amendment

265
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 38 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(38a) Given the importance of safety, professional qualifications and training, compliance with quality standards and, in particular, the operational performance of groundhandling staff, Member States should provide for the imposition of penalties for infringement of this Regulation. The penalties thus provided for should be effective, proportionate and dissuasive.


Amendment

266
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 39 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(39a) The documentation supplied by airlines to passengers should clearly indicate the supplier of groundhandling services for the air route concerned.


Amendment

267
Proposal for a regulation

Recital 39 b (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(39b) Suppliers of groundhandling services have a duty to provide information points for passengers whose baggage is lost or missing.


Amendment

268
Proposal for a regulation

Article 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	For the purposes of this Regulation, the following definitions shall apply:
	For the purposes of this Regulation, the following definitions shall apply:

	(a) 'airport' means any area of land especially adapted for the landing, taking-off and manoeuvres of aircraft, including the ancillary installations which these operations may involve for the requirements of aircraft traffic and services including the installations needed to assist commercial air services;
	(a) 'airport' means any area of land especially adapted for the landing, taking-off and manoeuvres of aircraft, including the ancillary installations which these operations may involve for the requirements of aircraft traffic and services including the installations needed to assist commercial air services;

	(b) 'managing body of the airport' means a body which, in conjunction with other activities or not as the case may be, has as its objective under national law or regulation the administration and management of the airport infrastructures, and the coordination and control of the activities of the different operators present in the airport concerned;
	(b) 'managing body of the airport' means a body which, in conjunction with other activities or not as the case may be, has as its objective under national law or regulation the administration and management of the airport infrastructures, and the coordination and control of the activities of the different operators present in the airport concerned;

	(c) 'airport user' means any natural or legal person responsible for the carriage of passengers, mail and/or freight by air to or from the airport concerned;
	(c) 'airport user' means any natural or legal person responsible for the carriage of passengers, mail and/or freight by air to or from the airport concerned;



	(d) 'groundhandling' means the services provided to airport users at airports as set out in the Annex;
	(d) 'groundhandling' means the services provided to airport users at airports as set out in Annex 1;

	(e) 'self-handling' means a situation where an airport user directly provides for itself one or more categories of groundhandling services and concludes no contract of any description with a third party for the provision of such services; for the purpose of this regulation, among themselves airport users are not be deemed to be third parties where:
	(e) 'self-handling' means a situation where an airport user directly provides for itself one or more categories of groundhandling services and concludes no contract of any description with a third party for the provision of such services; for the purpose of this Regulation, among themselves airport users are not to be deemed to be third parties where:

	– one holds a majority holding in the other; or
	– one holds a majority holding in the other; or

	– a single body has a majority holding in each;
	– a single body has a majority holding in each;

	
	– for integrators, self-handling shall extend to groundhandling services supplied for all aircraft dedicated to its transport network, whether the aircraft in question are owned or leased and whether operated by an air carrier owned by the integrator or by a third party. For the purposes of this section, the undertaking providing the groundhandling services need not be an airport user but must be affiliated to the integrator and must meet the minimum quality standards.

	(f) 'supplier of groundhandling services' means any natural or legal person supplying third parties with one or more categories of groundhandling services;
	(f) 'supplier of groundhandling services' means any natural or legal person supplying third parties with one or more categories of groundhandling services;

	
	(fa) ‘integrator’ means an undertaking offering a door-to-door contractually governed freight transport service, guaranteeing the transportation of freight and/or mail from origin to final destination and seamlessly integrating transportation, groundhandling, consignment sorting and delivery services;

	
	(fb) 'collective agreements', if they are foreseen by the legislation of the Member State, shall be deemed to be representative where they are substantively applicable to the groundhandling service and where their territorial applicability within a Member State extends to the airport at which the groundhandling services supplier operates.

	(g) 'centralised infrastructure' means specific installations and/or facilities at an airport which cannot, for technical, environmental, cost or capacity reasons, be divided or duplicated and whose availability is essential and necessary for the performance of subsequent groundhandling services;
	(g) 'centralised infrastructure' means specific airport installations and/or facilities which cannot, for technical, environmental, cost or capacity reasons, be divided or duplicated and whose availability is essential and necessary for the performance of subsequent groundhandling services at an airport;

	(h) 'subcontracting' means the conclusion of a contract by a supplier of groundhandling services, in its capacity as the main contractor, or exceptionally by a self-handling airport user, with a third party termed 'subcontractor', under which the subcontractor is required to perform one or more categories (or subcategories) of groundhandling services;
	(h) 'subcontracting' means the conclusion of a contract by a supplier of groundhandling services, in its capacity as the main contractor, or exceptionally by a self-handling airport user, with a third party termed 'subcontractor', under which the subcontractor is required to perform one or more categories (or subcategories) of groundhandling services; 

	
	(ha) 'subcontractor' is an approved handler in accordance with Articles 16 and 17;

	(i) 'approval': means an approval granted by the competent authority to an undertaking to provide groundhandling services as stated in the approval;
	(i) 'approval' means an approval granted by the competent authority to an undertaking to provide groundhandling services as stated in the approval;

	(j) 'independent supervisory authority' means the authority referred to in Article 11 of Directive 2009/12/EC.
	(j) 'independent supervisory authority' means the authority referred to in Article 11 of Directive 2009/12/EC.


Amendment

269
Proposal for a regulation

Article 4 – paragraph 1

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. Each of the airports concerned shall establish a committee of representatives of airport users or of organisations representing airport users ('Airport Users’ Committee').
	1. At the airport's users' request, every airport with annual traffic of not less than two million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years shall establish a committee of representatives of airport users or of organisations representing airport users ('Airport Users’ Committee') as well as representatives of the airports and the staff. Involvement of the social partners in this user network shall be compulsory.


Amendment

270
Proposal for a regulation

Article 4 – paragraph 6 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	6a. Where this Regulation provides for the Airport Users' Committee to be consulted, the managing body of the airport, or where relevant the tendering authority, shall notify the Airport Users' Committee to that effect and provide it with the proposed decisions and all necessary information no later than six weeks before a final decision is taken. In the event of disagreement between the managing body of the airport and the Airport Users' Committee, or where relevant the tendering authority, and without prejudice to Article 41, the managing body of the airport, or where relevant the tendering authority, shall provide a statement of reasons for its final decision, taking into account the views expressed by the Airport Users' Committee.


Amendment

271
Proposal for a regulation

Article 6
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Article 6
Groundhandling for third parties
	Article 6
Groundhandling for third parties

	1.Suppliers of groundhandling services shall have free access to the market for the provision of groundhandling services to third parties on any airport whose annual traffic has been not less than 2 million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years.
	1. Suppliers of groundhandling services which are established within the Union  or the European Free Trade Association shall have free access to the market for the provision of groundhandling services to third parties at any airport whose annual traffic has been over two million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years.

	2. For airports as referred to in paragraph (1) Member States may limit the number of suppliers authorised to provide the following categories of groundhandling services:
	2. For airports referred to in paragraph 1 Member States may limit the number of suppliers authorised to provide the following categories of groundhandling services:

	(a) baggage handling;
	(a) baggage handling;

	(b) ramp handling;
	(b) ramp handling;

	(c) fuel and oil handling;
	(c) fuel and oil handling;

	(d) freight and mail handling as regards the physical handling of freight and mail, whether incoming, outgoing or being transferred, between the air terminal and the aircraft.
	(d) freight and mail handling as regards the physical handling of freight and mail, whether incoming, outgoing or being transferred, between the air terminal and the aircraft.

	However, Member States shall not limit this number to fewer than two suppliers for each category of groundhandling services or, for airports whose annual traffic has been not less than 5 million passengers or 100 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years, to fewer than three suppliers for each category of groundhandling services.
	However, Member States shall not limit this number to fewer than two suppliers for each category of groundhandling services or, in the case of airports whose annual traffic has been more than 15 million passengers or 200 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years, to fewer than three suppliers for each category of groundhandling services.

	
	2a. The extent of the limitations referred to in paragraph 2 may differ between individual terminals within the same airport provided that they are applied in a non-discriminatory manner, do not distort competition and comply with this Regulation,and that the minimum number of suppliers at each terminal remains the same.

	3. At airports where the number of suppliers is limited to two or more suppliers in accordance with paragraph (2) of this Article, or Article 14 (1) (a) and (c), at least one of the authorised suppliers shall not be directly or indirectly controlled by:
	3. At airports where the number of suppliers is limited to two or more suppliers in accordance with paragraph (2) of this Article, or points (a) and (c) of Article 14(1), at least one of the authorised suppliers shall not be directly or indirectly controlled by:

	(a) the managing body of the airport,
	(a) the managing body of the airport,

	(b) any airport user who has carried more than 25 %  of the passengers or freight recorded at the airport during the year preceding that in which those suppliers were selected,
	(b) any airport user who has carried more than 25 % of the passengers or freight recorded at the airport during the year preceding that in which those suppliers were selected,

	(c) a body directly or indirectly controlling, or controlled by the managing body of the airport as referred to in point (a) or any such user referred to in point (b).
	(c) a body directly or indirectly controlling, or controlled by the managing body of the airport as referred to in point (a) or any such user referred to in point (b).

	Control shall be constituted by rights, contracts or any other means, which either separately or in combination and having regard to the considerations of fact or law involved, confer the possibility of exercising decisive influence on the supplier as interpreted by the Court of Justice of the European Union.
	Control shall be constituted by rights, contracts or any other means, which either separately or in combination and having regard to the considerations of fact or law involved, confer the possibility of exercising decisive influence on the supplier as interpreted by the Court of Justice of the European Union.

	4. Where the number of authorised suppliers is restricted pursuant to paragraph (2), Member States may not prevent an airport user, whatever part of the airport is allocated to him, from having, in respect of each category of groundhandling service subject to limitation, an effective choice, under the conditions laid down in paragraphs (2) and (3), between at least:
	4. Where the number of authorised suppliers is restricted pursuant to paragraph 2, Member States shall not prevent an airport user, whatever part of the airport is allocated to him, from having, in respect of each category of groundhandling service subject to limitation, an effective choice, under the conditions laid down in paragraphs 2 and 3, between at least:

	– two suppliers of groundhandling services, or
	– two suppliers of groundhandling services, or

	– three suppliers of groundhandling services for airports whose annual traffic has been not less than 5 million passengers or 100 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years.
	– three suppliers of groundhandling services for airports whose annual traffic has been not less than 15 million passengers or 200 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years.

	5. Where an airport reaches one of the freight traffic thresholds laid down in this Article without reaching the corresponding passenger movement threshold, this Regulation shall not apply to categories of groundhandling services reserved exclusively for passengers.
	5. Where an airport reaches one of the freight traffic thresholds laid down in this Article without reaching the corresponding passenger movement threshold, this Article shall not apply to categories of groundhandling services reserved exclusively for passengers or to infrastructure used exclusively for handling passengers.

	
	Where an airport reaches one of the passenger traffic thresholds laid down in this Article without reaching the corresponding freight movement threshold, this Article shall not apply to categories of groundhandling services reserved exclusively for freight or to infrastructure reserved exclusively for handling freight.

	6. Any airport whose annual traffic has been not less than 2 million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight for at least three consecutive years and whose annual traffic subsequently passes under the threshold of 2 million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight shall maintain its market open to third-party handling suppliers during at least the first three years following the year it passed under the threshold.
	6. Any airport whose annual traffic has been not less than two million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight for at least three consecutive years and whose annual traffic subsequently passes under the threshold of two million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight shall maintain its market open to third-party handling suppliers during at least the first three years following the year it passed under the threshold.

	7. Any airport whose annual traffic has been for three consecutive years not less than 5 million passenger movements or 100 000 tonnes of freight and whose annual traffic passes under the threshold of 5 million passenger movements or 100 000 tonnes of freight shall maintain its market open to third-party handling suppliers during at least the first three years following the year it passed under the threshold.
	7. Any airport whose annual traffic has been for three consecutive years not less than 15 million passenger movements or 200 000 tonnes of freight and whose annual traffic passes under the threshold of 15 million passenger movements or 200 000 tonnes of freight shall maintain its market open to third-party handling suppliers during at least the first three years following the year it passed under the threshold.


Amendment

272
Proposal for a regulation

Article 7 – paragraph 1

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. Suppliers authorised to provide groundhandling services at an airport where their number is limited under Article 6 or Article 14 shall be selected according to a transparent, open and non-discriminatory tender procedure.
	1. Suppliers authorised to provide groundhandling services at an airport where their number is limited under Article 6 or Article 14 shall be selected according to a transparent, open and non-discriminatory tender procedure. The tendering authority shall be empowered to require that suppliers of groundhandling services be obliged to offer one or more bundled categories of groundhandling services referred to in Article 6(2). The managing body shall be authorised to make the corresponding application for bundling to the tendering authority.


Amendment

273
Proposal for a regulation

Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point b

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(b) in all other cases, a competent authority independent of the managing body of the airport.
	(b) in all other cases, a competent authority independent of the managing body of the airport and with no direct or indirect business links with the airport’s activities.


Amendment

274
Proposal for a regulation

Article 7 – paragraph 3

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3. The Airport Users’ Committee shall not have access to the applicants’ submissions at any stage of the selection procedure. The managing body of the airport shall not have access to the applicants’ submissions at any stage of the selection procedure, if is not the tendering authority.
	3. The Airport Users’ Committee and the managing body of the airport, if it is not the tendering authority, shall not have access to the applicants’ submissions at any stage of the selection procedure. At the request of the Airport Users’ Committee or of the managing body of the airport, if it is not the tendering authority, the tendering authority shall provide a summary of the applicants’ submissions and shall ensure that that summary contains no confidential information.


Amendment

275
Proposal for a regulation

Article 7 – paragraph 4

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4. After having notified the Commission, the Member State concerned may include among the tender specifications a public service obligation to be met by suppliers of groundhandling services in respect of airports serving peripheral or developing regions which are part of its territory, where suppliers are not willing to provide groundhandling services without public support (i.e. exclusive rights or compensation payments), but where such airports are of vital importance as regards accessibility for the Member State concerned. This provision is without prejudice to the EU State Aid rules.
	4. After having informed the Commission, and subject to Union rules on State aid, the Member State concerned may include among the tender specifications a public service obligation to be met by suppliers of groundhandling services in respect of airports serving peripheral or developing regions which are part of its territory, where suppliers are not willing to provide groundhandling services without public support, (i.e. exclusive rights or compensation payments), but where such airports are of vital importance as regards accessibility for the Member State concerned.


Amendment

276
Proposal for a regulation

Article 7 – paragraph 5

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5. The invitation to tender shall be launched and published in the Official Journal of the European Union.
	5. The invitation to tender shall be launched and published in the Official Journal of the European Union. The Official Journal of the European Union shall create an appropriate heading for the groundhandling services tender procedure.


Amendment

277
Proposal for a regulation

Article 7 – paragraph 6 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	6a. If an invitation to tender does not elicit a response from the requisite number of suppliers of groundhandling services referred to in Article 6(2), the competent authority shall conduct a new invitation to tender within 48 months of the expiry of the previous one.


Amendment

278
Proposal for a regulation

Article 8

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Article 8
	Article 8

	Qualification Procedure
	Qualification Procedure

	1. In the qualification procedure the tendering authority shall verify that the applicants meet a number of minimum criteria. The tendering authority shall establish these minimum criteria after consulting the Airport Users' Committee and the managing body of the airport, if the latter is different from the tendering authority.
	1. In the qualification procedure the tendering authority shall verify that the applicants meet a number of minimum criteria. The tendering authority shall establish these minimum criteria after consulting the Airport Users' Committee and the managing body of the airport, if the latter is different from the tendering authority.

	2. The minimum criteria shall include the following:
	2. The minimum criteria shall include the following:

	(a) the applicant has a valid approval issued in accordance with chapter IV on Approval Procedures;
	(a) the applicant has a valid approval issued in accordance with chapter IV on Approval Procedures;

	(b) the applicant demonstrates its ability and commits in writing to apply the relevant provisions and rules including applicable labour laws, applicable collective agreements, rules of conduct at the airport and quality requirements at the airport.
	(b) the applicant demonstrates its ability and commits in writing to apply the relevant provisions and rules including applicable labour laws, rules of conduct at the airport and quality requirements at the airport. The applicant and the subcontractors shall also undertake to apply the respective representative collective agreements.

	3. The tendering authority shall short-list the applicants meeting the criteria of the qualification procedure.
	3. The tendering authority shall short-list the applicants meeting the criteria of the qualification procedure.


Amendment

279
Proposal for a regulation

Article 9

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Article 9
	Article 9

	Award procedure
	Award procedure

	1. In the award procedure the tendering authority shall select a supplier among the short-listed applicants and award the authorisation to this supplier after consulting the Airport Users' Committee and the managing body of the airport, if the latter is different from the tendering authority.


	1. The managing body of the airport shall draw up the tender documents as the basis for the award procedure, indicating clearly the minimum standards required at the airport, the representative flight schedule and the traffic forecast for the period for which the tender is organised. In the award procedure the tendering authority shall select a supplier among the short-listed applicants and award the authorisation to this supplier after consulting the Airport Users' Committee and the managing body of the airport, if the latter is different from the tendering authority.

	2. The selection of the supplier for the award of the authorisation shall be based on comparison of the applicants' submissions against a list of award criteria. The award criteria shall be relevant, objective, transparent and non-discriminatory. The tendering authority shall establish the award criteria after consulting the Airport Users' Committee and the managing body of the airport, if the latter is different from the tendering authority.
	2. The selection of the supplier for the award of the authorisation shall be based on comparison of the applicants' submissions against a list of award criteria. The award criteria shall be relevant, objective, transparent and non-discriminatory. The tendering authority shall establish the award criteria in agreement with the Airport Users' Committee and the managing body of the airport, if the latter is different from the tendering authority.

	
	2a. The applicants shall submit a detailed list of all the specific tasks that are, or may be, subject to sub-contracting and which are not linked to the main activity.

	3. The award criteria shall include the following:
	3. The award criteria shall include the following:

	(a) consistency and plausibility of the business plan as assessed on the basis of model costs calculations;
	(a) consistency and plausibility of the business plan as assessed for the first three years on the basis of model costs calculations;

	(b) level of quality of operations as assessed on the basis of a representative flight schedule including, where relevant, efficient use of staff and equipment, last acceptance of baggage and cargo, delivery times for baggage and cargo and maximum turnaround times;
	(b) level of quality of operations as assessed on the basis of a representative flight schedule including, where relevant, efficient use of staff and equipment, last acceptance of baggage and cargo, delivery times for baggage and cargo and maximum turnaround times;

	(c) adequateness of material resources in terms of availability of equipment and environmental friendliness of equipment;
	(c) adequateness of material resources in terms of availability, fulfilment of relevant environmental requirements and good working order of equipment;

	(d) adequateness of human resources in terms of workers' experience and adequateness of training/qualification programme;
	(d) adequateness of human resources in terms of workers' experience, training/qualification programme and decent employment and working conditions, including in the context of transfer of staff in accordance with Article 12 of this Regulation, and a commitment to apply the respective representative collective agreement;

	(e) quality of information and communication technology;
	(e) quality of information and communication technology;

	(f) quality of organisational planning;
	(f) quality of organisational planning;

	(g) environmental performance.
	(g) successful completion of a recognised safety audit to ensure proper compliance with safety and security requirements.

	4. The relative weighting of the award criteria shall appear in the invitation to tender and the relevant documents. A range of points with an appropriate maximum spread shall be applied to each award criterion. The tendering authority may set a minimum number of points that a successful applicant has to reach for certain specific award criteria. The setting of a minimum number of points shall be non-discriminatory and shall be clearly stated in the invitation to tender and the relevant documents. The tendering authority may not eliminate any of the award criteria, add others or subdivide those initially laid down in the invitation to tender.
	4. The relative weighting of the award criteria shall appear in the invitation to tender and the relevant documents. A range of points with an appropriate maximum spread shall be applied to each award criterion. The tendering authority may set a minimum number of points that a successful applicant has to reach for certain specific award criteria. The setting of a minimum number of points shall be non-discriminatory and shall be clearly stated in the invitation to tender and the relevant documents. The tendering authority may not eliminate any of the award criteria, add others or subdivide those initially laid down in the invitation to tender.

	5. The authorisation to provide groundhandling services at the respective airport shall be awarded to the applicant achieving the highest number of points while also meeting any minimum number of points required for certain award criteria.
	5. The authorisation to provide groundhandling services at the respective airport shall be awarded to the applicant achieving the highest number of points while also meeting any minimum number of points required for certain award criteria.

	6. Airport users that apply to provide third-party handling or which operate their own self-handling shall not be consulted in the award procedure.
	6. Airport users that apply to provide third-party handling or which operate their own self-handling shall not be consulted in the award procedure.

	7. The tendering authority shall ensure that the award decision and the reasons for this decision are made public.
	7. The tendering authority shall ensure that the award decision and the reasons for this decision are made public.


Amendment

280
Proposal for a regulation

Article 10 – paragraph 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. A supplier of groundhandling services shall begin to provide services within one month from the start date indicated in the invitation to tender. The tendering authority may, in duly justified cases, at the request of the supplier of groundhandling services and after consulting the Airport Users' Committee, prolong this period for a maximum of six months. After expiry of this period, the authorisation will cease to be valid.
	2. A supplier of groundhandling services shall begin to provide services within one month from the start date indicated in the invitation to tender. The tendering authority may, in duly justified cases, at the request of the supplier of groundhandling services and after consulting the Airport Users' Committee, prolong this period for a maximum of five months. If, after six months from the start date indicated in the invitation to tender, the supplier has not started its activities and cannot demonstrate its willingness to do so, the tendering authority may decide that the authorisation will cease to be valid. In such cases, Member States may impose financial penalties on suppliers of groundhandling services and instead grant authorisation to suppliers ranked second in terms of the number of points under Article 9(5).


Amendment

281
Proposal for a regulation

Article 10 – paragraph 4

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4. Where a supplier of ground-handling services ceases its activity before the end of the period for which it was authorised, the supplier shall be replaced on the basis of the selection procedure described in Articles 7, 8, 9 and this Article. Any supplier ceasing its activity shall inform the relevant tendering authority of its intention to cease activity sufficiently in advance and at least six months in advance before it leaves the airport. Financial penalties may be imposed on the supplier if it does not inform the tendering authority sufficiently in advance unless the supplier can demonstrate force majeure.
	4. Where a supplier of ground-handling services ceases its activity before the end of the period for which it was authorised, the supplier shall be replaced on the basis of the selection procedure described in Articles 7, 8, 9 and in this Article. Any supplier ceasing its activity shall inform the relevant tendering authority of its intention to cease activity at least six months in advance before it leaves the airport. Financial penalties may be imposed on the supplier if it does not inform the tendering authority at least six months in advance unless the supplier can demonstrate force majeure.


Amendment

282
Proposal for a regulation

Article 11 – paragraph 1 – point b a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(ba) if the undertaking satisfies the criteria set out in Chapter IV concerning approval procedures.


Amendment

283
Proposal for a regulation

Article 11 – paragraph 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. Where a managing body of the airport supplying groundhandling services in accordance with paragraph (1) no longer meets the conditions of paragraph (1), this supplier may continue to provide groundhandling services for a period of five years without being subject to the selection procedure laid down in Articles 7 to 10. At the end of this five-year period, the supplier shall inform the relevant tendering authority sufficiently in advance and at least six months before the expiry of the five-year period. Financial penalties may be imposed on the supplier if it does not inform the tendering authority sufficiently in advance unless the supplier can demonstrate force majeure. If the supplier ceases its activity before the end of the five-year period, Articles 10(4) and 10(5) shall apply.
	2. Where a managing body of the airport supplying groundhandling services in accordance with paragraph 1 no longer meets the conditions of paragraph 1, this supplier may continue to provide groundhandling services for a period of three years without being subject to the selection procedure laid down in Articles 7 to 10. At the end of this three-year period, the supplier shall inform the relevant tendering authority sufficiently in advance and at least six months before the expiry of the five-year period. Financial penalties may be imposed on the supplier if it does not inform the tendering authority sufficiently in advance unless the supplier can demonstrate force majeure. If the supplier ceases its activity before the end of the three-year period, Articles 10(4) and 10(5) shall apply.


Amendment

284
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – title

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Safeguarding of employees' rights in the event of transfer of staff for services subject to market access restrictions
	Safeguarding of employees' rights in the event of transfer of staff


Amendment

285
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 1

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. This Article applies only to groundhandling services for which the Member State concerned has limited the number of suppliers in accordance with Article 6 or 14.
	1. This Article applies to groundhandling services for which the Member State concerned has limited the number of suppliers in accordance with Article 6 or 14. Member States shall examine in detail, against the background of this Regulation, whether a restriction of competition is indicated for further sectors.


Amendment

286
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. Where, following the selection procedure laid down in Articles 7 to 10, a supplier of groundhandling services mentioned in paragraph 1 loses its authorisation to provide these services, Member States may require supplier(s) of groundhandling services which subsequently provide these services to grant staff previously hired to provide these services the rights to which they would have been entitled if there had been a transfer within the meaning of Council Directive 2001/23/EC.
	2. Where, following the selection procedure laid down in Articles 7 to 10, a supplier of groundhandling services mentioned in paragraph 1 loses its authorisation to provide these services, or where a supplier of groundhandling service ceases to provide these services to an airport user, or where a self-handling airport user decides to cease self-handling, Member States shall require supplier(s) of groundhandling services or self-handling airport users which subsequently provide these services to grant staff previously hired to provide these services the rights to which they would have been entitled if there had been a transfer within the meaning of Council Directive 2001/23/EC. The second sentence of Article 4(1) of Directive 2001/23/EC shall not apply to the cases referred to in the first sentence of this paragraph. Dismissal on economic, technical or organisational grounds shall not be permitted.


Amendment

287
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 2 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	2a. The rights referred to in paragraph 2 shall include the application of collective agreements of general validity 


Amendment

288
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 3

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3. Member States shall limit the requirement in paragraph (2) to the employees of the previous supplier who are involved in the provision of services for which the previous supplier lost authorisation, and who voluntarily accept to be taken on by the new supplier(s).
	3. Member States shall limit the requirement in paragraph 2 to the employees of the previous supplier, including self-handling airport users, who are involved in the provision of groundhandling services that the previous supplier stops providing or for which the previous supplier lost authorisation, and who voluntarily accept to be taken on by the new supplier(s) or self-handling airport users. The costs of a redundancy plan for departing staff shall be borne by airlines in proportion to their traffic share handled by the previous supplier.


Amendment

289
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 4

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4. Member States shall limit the requirement in paragraph (2) so that it is to be proportionate to the volume of activity effectively transferred to the other supplier(s).
	deleted


Amendment

290
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 5

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5. Where a Member State imposes a requirement as referred to in paragraph (2), tender documents for the selection procedure laid down in Articles 7 to 10 shall list the staff concerned and give the relevant details of employees' contractual rights and the conditions under which employees are deemed to be linked to the services in question.
	5. Tender documents for the selection procedure laid down in Articles 7 to 10 shall list the staff concerned and give the relevant details of employees' contractual rights and the conditions under which employees are deemed to be linked to the services in question. Staff and union representatives shall have access to those lists.


Amendment

291
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 6

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	6. Where a supplier of groundhandling services stops providing to an airport user groundhandling services which constitute a significant part of the groundhandling activities of this supplier in cases not covered by paragraph (2), or where a self-handling airport user decides to stop self-handling, Member States may require the supplier(s) of groundhandling services or self-handling airport user which subsequently provide these groundhandling services to grant staff previously hired to provide these services the rights to which they would have been entitled if there had been a transfer within the meaning of Council Directive 2001/23/EC.
	deleted


Amendment

292
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 7

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	7. Member States shall limit the requirement in paragraph (6) to the employees of the previous supplier who are involved in the provision of groundhandling services that the previous supplier stops providing, and who voluntarily accept to be taken on by the new supplier(s) or self-handling airport user.
	deleted


Amendment

293
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 8

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	8. Member States shall limit the requirement in paragraph (6) to the employees of the self-handling airport user who are involved in the provision of groundhandling services for which the self-handling airport user decides to stop self-handling, and who voluntarily accept to be taken on by the new supplier(s) or self-handling airport user.
	deleted


Amendment

294
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 9

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	9. Member States shall limit the requirement in paragraph (6) so that it is to be proportionate to the volume of activity effectively transferred to the other supplier or self-handling airport user.
	deleted


Amendment

295
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 10 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	10a. The Member States shall ensure that wage dumping is prevented not only as applied to the permanent groundhandling employees but also in the event of a transfer of staff, in order to guarantee adequate social standards and to improve the quality of groundhandling services.


Amendment

296
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 10 b (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	10b. The competent authorities of the Member States shall ensure that there is adequate social protection for the staff recruited to provide these services.


Amendment

297
Proposal for a regulation

Article 12 – paragraph 10 c (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	10c. As a cushion against any harmful effects of liberalisation in the groundhandling sector, binding minimum service quality standards shall be defined and enforced by airport managing authorities in the interests of safe, reliable and efficient operations.


Amendment

298
Proposal for a regulation

Article 13 – paragraph 1 – point a

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(a) those airports are located on islands in the same geographical region; and
	(a) those airports are located on islands or remote mainland locations in the same geographical region; and


Amendment

299
Proposal for a regulation

Article 13 – paragraph 2 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	In the case of airports located on islands, where it is not in the economic interests of undertakings or airlines to supply the services referred to in Article 6(2), airport managing bodies themselves may assume responsibility for supplying essential services in order to guarantee the smooth operation of the airport facilities.


Amendment

360

Proposal for a regulation

Article 14

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Article 14
	Article 14

	Exemptions
	Exemptions

	1. Where specific constraints of available space or capacity at an airport, arising in particular from congestion and area utilisation rate, make it impossible to open up the market and/or implement self-handling to the degree provided for in this Regulation, the Member State concerned may decide:
	1. Where available space or capacity at an airport is so constrained that it is impossible to open up the market and/or implement self-handling to the degree provided for in this Regulation, the Member State concerned may decide:

	(a) to limit to not fewer than two suppliers the number of suppliers for one or more categories of groundhandling services other than those referred to in Article 6(2) in all or part of the airport, whereby Article 6(3) shall apply;
	(a) to limit to not fewer than two suppliers the number of suppliers for one or more categories of groundhandling services other than those referred to in Article 6(2) in all or part of the airport, whereby Article 6(3) shall apply;

	(b) to reserve to a single supplier one or more of the categories of groundhandling services referred to in Article 6(2) for airports whose annual traffic is not less than 2 million passengers annually or 50 000 tonnes of freight;
	(b) to reserve to a single supplier one or more of the categories of groundhandling services referred to in Article 6(2) for airports whose annual traffic is not less than two million passengers annually or 50 000 tonnes of freight;

	(c) to limit to one or two suppliers one or more of the categories of groundhandling services referred to in Article 6(2) for airports whose annual traffic is not less than 5 million passengers or 100 000 tonnes of freight, whereby in the case of a limitation to two suppliers Article 6(3) shall apply;
	(c) to limit to one or two suppliers one or more of the categories of groundhandling services referred to in Article 6(2) for airports whose annual traffic is more than 15 million passengers or 200 000 tonnes of freight, whereby in the case of a limitation to two suppliers Article 6(3) shall apply;

	(d) to reserve self-handling as referred to in Article (5) to a limited number of airport users, provided that those users are chosen on the basis of relevant, objective, transparent and non-discriminatory criteria.
	(d) to reserve self-handling as referred to in Article 5 to a limited number of airport users, provided that those users are chosen on the basis of relevant, objective, transparent and non-discriminatory criteria.

	2. All exemptions under paragraph 1 shall:
	2. All exemptions under paragraph 1 shall:

	(a) specify the category or categories of groundhandling services for which the exemption is granted and the specific constraints of available space or capacity which justify it;
	(a) specify the category or categories of groundhandling services for which the exemption is granted and the specific constraints of available space or capacity which justify it;

	(b) be accompanied by a plan of appropriate measures to overcome the constraints.
	(b) be accompanied by a plan of appropriate measures to overcome the constraints.

	3. Exemptions shall not:
	3. Exemptions shall not:

	(a) give rise to distortions of competition between suppliers of groundhandling services and/or self-handling airport users;
	(a) give rise to distortions of competition between suppliers of groundhandling services and/or self-handling airport users;

	(b) extend further than necessary.
	(b) extend further than necessary.

	4. Member States shall notify the Commission, at least six months before they enter into force, of any exemptions they intend to grant pursuant to paragraph (1) and of the grounds which justify them.
	4. Member States shall notify the Commission, at least six months before they enter into force, of any exemptions they intend to grant pursuant to paragraph 1 and of the grounds which justify them. This justification shall include proof that the suppliers of groundhandling services in the airports concerned:

	
	(a) meet adequately minimum quality standards in accordance with Article 32;

	
	(b) are managed in a transparent way and receive no financial cross-subsidisation in accordance with Article 29;

	
	(c) ensure adequate working and wage conditions based on collective agreements or national laws or other social standards of that Member State.

	5. Upon receipt, the Commission shall publish a summary of the notified exemption decisions in the Official Journal of the European Union and shall invite interested parties to submit comments.
	5. Upon receipt, the Commission shall publish a summary of the notified exemption decisions in the Official Journal of the European Union and shall invite interested parties to submit comments.

	6. The Commission shall closely examine exemption decisions notified by Member States. To that end the Commission shall make a detailed analysis of the situation and a study of the appropriate measures notified by the Member State to check that the alleged constraints exist and that it is impossible to open up the market and/or implement self-handling to the degree provided for in this Regulation.
	6. The Commission shall closely examine exemption decisions notified by Member States. To that end the Commission shall make a detailed analysis of the situation and a study of the appropriate measures notified by the Member State to check that the alleged constraints exist and that it is impossible to open up the market and/or implement self-handling to the degree provided for in this Regulation.

	7. Further to that examination and after consulting the Member State concerned, the Commission may approve the Member State's decision or oppose it if it deems that the alleged constraints have not been proven to exist or that they are not severe enough to justify the exemption. After consulting the Member State concerned the Commission may also require the Member State to amend the extent of the exemption or restrict it to those parts of an airport where the alleged constraints have been proved to exist.
	7. Further to that examination and after consulting the Member State concerned, the Commission may approve the Member State's decision or oppose it if it deems that the alleged constraints have not been proven to exist or that they are not severe enough to justify the exemption. After consulting the Member State concerned the Commission may also require the Member State to amend the extent of the exemption or restrict it to those parts of an airport where the alleged constraints have been proved to exist.

	8. The decision of the Commission shall be taken no later than six months after complete notification by the Member State and shall be published in the Official Journal of the European Union.
	8.The decision of the Commission shall be taken no later than six months after complete notification by the Member State and shall be published in the Official Journal of the European Union.

	9. The implementing decisions referred to in paragraphs (7) and (8) of this Article shall be adopted in accordance with the advisory procedure referred to in Article 43(2).
	9. The implementing decisions referred to in paragraphs 7 and 8 of this Article shall be adopted in accordance with the advisory procedure referred to in Article 43(2).

	10 Exemptions granted by Member States pursuant to paragraph (1) may not exceed a duration of three years except for exemptions granted under paragraph 1 (b) and (c). Not later than six months before the end of that period the Member State shall take a new decision on each request for exemption, which shall also be subject to the provisions of this Article.
	10 Exemptions granted by Member States pursuant to paragraph 1 may not exceed a duration of three years except for exemptions granted under points (b) and (c) of paragraph 1. Not later than six months before the end of that period the Member State shall take a new decision on each request for exemption, which shall also be subject to the provisions of this Article.

	11.Exemptions granted by Member States under paragraphs (1) (b) and (c) may not exceed a duration of two years. However, a Member State may in accordance with the considerations referred to in paragraph (1), request that this period be extended by a single period of two years. The Commission shall decide on such a request. The implementing decision shall be adopted in accordance with the advisory procedure referred to in Article 43(2).
	11.Exemptions granted by Member States under points (b) and (c) of paragraph 1 may not exceed a duration of two years. However, a Member State may, in accordance with the considerations referred to in paragraph 1, request that this period be extended by a single period of two years. The Commission shall decide on such a request. The implementing decision shall be adopted in accordance with the advisory procedure referred to in Article 43(2).


Amendment

300
Proposal for a regulation

Article 16

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Article 16

Requirement to obtain appropriate approval recognised in all EU Member States
	Article 16

Requirement to obtain appropriate approval recognised in all EU Member States

	1. At airports whose annual traffic has been not less than 2 million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight for at least three consecutive years, no undertaking shall be permitted to provide groundhandling services whether as a supplier of groundhandling services or as a self-handling user unless it has been granted the appropriate approval. An undertaking meeting the requirements of this Chapter shall be entitled to receive an approval.
	1. No undertaking shall be permitted to provide groundhandling services, whether as a supplier of groundhandling services, as a sub-contractor or as a self-handling user, unless it has been granted the appropriate approval, where Member States make groundhandling activity conditional upon obtaining an approval of a competent authority ('approving authority') independent of any airport managing body.

	2. Each Member State shall designate a competent authority ('approving authority') independent of any managing body of the airport to be in charge of issuing approvals to provide groundhandling services.


	2. Each Member State shall designate an approving authority or, after informing the Commission, cooperate with the competent authority from another Member State, independent of any managing body of the airport, to be in charge of issuing approvals to provide groundhandling services.

	3. The approving authority shall not grant approvals or maintain them in force where any of the requirements of this Chapter are not complied with.
	3. The approving authority shall not grant approvals or maintain them in force where any of the requirements of this Chapter are not complied with.


Amendment

301
Proposal for a regulation

Article 17, 18, 19

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. An undertaking shall be granted an approval by the approving authority of a Member State provided that:

(a) it is established and registered in a Member State;

(b) its company structure allows the approving authority to implement the provisions of this Chapter;

(c) it complies with the financial conditions specified in Article 18;

(d) it complies with the proof of good repute specified in Article 19;
(e) it complies with the qualification of staff requirement specified in Article 20;

(f) it complies with the requirements as regards an operations manual specified in Article 21;

(g) it complies with the insurance requirements specified in Article 22.
	1. Without prejudice to Article 16, an undertaking shall be granted an approval by the approving authority of a Member State provided that:

(a) it is established and registered in a Member State;

(b) its company structure allows the approving authority to implement the provisions of this Chapter;

(c) it complies with the financial conditions specified in Article 18;

(d) it complies with the criteria for staff working conditions and training/qualifications programme in accordance with point (b) of Article 8(2) and point (d) of Article 9 and respects labour and social provisions in accordance with Article 12;
(e) it complies with the qualification of staff requirement specified in Article 20;

(f) it complies with the requirements as regards an operations manual specified in Article 21;

(g) it complies with the insurance requirements specified in Article 22.

	2. Paragraph (1) (a), (c), and (d) shall not apply to self-handling airport users which do not provide groundhandling services to third parties. Airport users that have been issued an approval for self-handling shall not be authorised to provide third-party handling on the basis of this approval.
	deleted

	3. An undertaking applying for an approval or having obtained an approval shall respect the national provisions concerning social protection, environmental protection and airport security of all Member States in which it operates.
	3. An undertaking applying for an approval or having obtained an approval shall respect the national provisions concerning social protection, environmental protection and airport security of all Member States in which it operates.

	Article 18
Financial conditions for granting an approval
	Article 18
Financial conditions for granting an approval

	1. An undertaking applying for an approval shall not be in insolvency or in similar proceedings or bankruptcy.
	1. An undertaking applying for an approval shall not be in insolvency or in similar proceedings or bankruptcy.

	2. The approving authority shall closely assess whether an undertaking applying for an approval can demonstrate that:

(a) it can meet at any time its actual and potential obligations established under realistic assumptions, for a period of 24 months from the start of operations; and

(b) it can meet its fixed and operational costs incurred by operations according to its business plan and established under realistic assumptions, for a period of three months from the start of operations, without taking into account any income from its operations.
	2. The approving authority shall closely assess whether an undertaking applying for an approval can demonstrate that:

(a) it can meet at any time its actual and potential obligations established under realistic assumptions, for a period of 24 months from the start of operations; and

(b) it can meet its fixed and operational costs incurred by operations according to its business plan and established under realistic assumptions, for a period of three months from the start of operations, without taking into account any income from its operations.

	3. For the purposes of the assessment referred to in paragraph (1), each applicant shall submit its audited accounts for the two previous financial years.
	3. For the purposes of the assessment referred to in paragraph 1, each applicant shall submit its audited accounts for the two previous financial years.

	4. For the purposes of the assessment laid down in paragraph (2), each applicant shall submit a business plan for, at least, the first three years of operation. The business plan shall also detail the applicant's financial links with any other commercial activities in which the applicant is engaged either directly or through related undertakings. The applicant shall also provide all relevant information, in particular the following data:

(a) a projected balance sheet, including profit-and-loss account, for the following three years;

(b) projected cash-flow statements and liquidity plans for the first three years of operation;

(c) details of the financing of equipment purchase/leasing including, in the case of leasing, the terms and conditions of each contract, if relevant.


	4. For the purposes of the assessment laid down in paragraph 2, each applicant shall submit a business plan for, at least, the first three years of operation. The business plan shall also detail the applicant's financial links with any other commercial activities in which the applicant is engaged either directly or through related undertakings. The applicant shall also provide all relevant information, in particular the following data:

(a) a projected balance sheet, including profit-and-loss account, for the following three years;

(b) projected cash-flow statements and liquidity plans for the first three years of operation;

(c) details of the financing of equipment purchase/leasing including, in the case of leasing, the terms and conditions of each contract, if relevant.



	Article 19
Proof of good repute
	deleted

	1. An undertaking applying for an approval shall provide a proof of having paid its taxes and social security contributions in the most recent year, for the Member States where it carries out an activity or, in the case where it carries out no activity in the Union, for its country of origin.

2. The undertaking shall also provide proof that the persons who will continuously and effectively manage the operations of the undertaking are of good repute or that they have not been declared bankrupt. The approving authority shall accept as sufficient evidence in respect of nationals of Member States the production of documents issued by the competent authorities in the Member State where the undertaking is established and registered or the Member State where the person has his/her permanent residence, and showing that those requirements are met.
3. Where the Member State where the undertaking is established and registered or the Member State where the person has his/her permanent residence does not issue the documents referred to in paragraph (2), such documents shall be replaced by a declaration on oath or – in Member States where there is no provision for declaration on oath – by a solemn declaration made by the person concerned before a competent judicial or administrative authority or, where appropriate, a notary or qualified professional body of the Member State where the undertaking is established and registered or the Member State where the person has his/her permanent residence. Such authority, notary or qualified professional body shall issue a certificate attesting the authenticity of the declaration on oath or solemn declaration.
	


Amendment

302
Proposal for a regulation

Article 20

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	An undertaking applying for an approval shall demonstrate that its employees have the qualification, professional experience and length of service necessary for the performance of the activity it applies for.
	An undertaking applying for an approval shall demonstrate that its employees have the qualification, professional experience and length of service necessary for the performance of the activity it applies or applied for. Individual requirements concerning qualifications, professional experience and length of service shall be set and justified for each airport by the competent authorities of the Member State in cooperation with the airport operator and the social partners concerned. The competent authorities of the Member States shall monitor the application of those requirements. Moreover, general training standards for groundhandling staff shall be established at Union level by a competent Union institution, the competent authorities of the Member States, airport operators and social partners. When binding Union minimum standards are developed for education and training, Member States shall implement and monitor them in order to ensure the highest possible safety standards throughout the Union.


Amendment

303
Proposal for a regulation

Article 21 – point d a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(da) procedures to prevent work-related accidents and injuries;


Amendment

304

Proposal for a regulation

Article 22 – paragraph 1 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	1a. The insurance referred to in paragraph 1 shall guarantee full compensation for losses incurred as a result of damage to, or loss of, medical or assistance equipment used by disabled passengers or passengers with reduced mobility.


Amendment

305
Proposal for a regulation

Article 22 – paragraph 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. The Commission shall be empowered to specify further details on the insurance requirements and minimum amounts by means of a delegated act in accordance with Article 42.
	2. The Commission shall specify further details on the insurance requirements and minimum amounts by means of a delegated act in accordance with Article 42.


Amendment

306
Proposal for a regulation

Article 23 – paragraph 1

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. An approval shall be valid for a period of five years.
	1. An approval shall be valid for a period of 10 years.


Amendment

307
Proposal for a regulation

Article 23 – paragraph 1 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	1a. The approval shall expire or be suspended in the event of failure to comply with Articles 34 and 40. Failure to comply with Articles 34 and 40 during the approval procedure shall lead to approval being withheld.


Amendment

308
Proposal for a regulation

Article 24 – paragraph 2 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	2a. Failure to comply with Articles 34 and 40 shall automatically lead to the withdrawal, suspension or withholding of the approval.


Amendment

309
Proposal for a regulation

Article 25 – paragraph 1 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	1a. The procedure for granting approvals shall be transparent and non-discriminatory and may not, in practice, go beyond the provisions of this Regulation in reducing market access or the freedom to self-handle.


Amendment

310
Proposal for a regulation

Article 25 – paragraph 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. The approval may be withheld only if the supplier of groundhandling services or self-handling airport user does not meet, for reasons of his own doing, the criteria referred to in this Chapter.
	2. The approval may be withheld only if the supplier of groundhandling services or self-handling airport user does not meet, for reasons of his own doing, the criteria referred to in this Chapter and comply with Articles 34 and 40.


Amendment

311
Proposal for a regulation

Article 27 – paragraph 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. The managing body of the airport shall publish a list of the centralised infrastructures at the airport.
	2. The managing body of the airport shall publish a list of the centralised infrastructures at the airport where this has not yet been done.


Amendment

312
Proposal for a regulation

Article 27 – paragraph 5

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5. Where the Airport Users' Committee disagrees with the decision of the managing body of the airport to centralise, or not to centralise, an infrastructure or with the scope of centralisation, it may ask the independent supervisory authority of the Member State concerned to decide whether the infrastructure concerned is to be centralised or not and to what extent.
	5. Where the Airport Users' Committee disagrees with the decision of the managing body of the airport to centralise, or not to centralise, an infrastructure or with the scope of centralisation, it may ask the independent supervisory authority, the corresponding competent bodies of the Member State concerned or the authorities established in accordance with Articles 6(5) and 11(2) of Directive 2009/12/EC to examine the justification for the decision taken by the managing body of the airport, to see whether or not the justification is valid.


Amendment

313
Proposal for a regulation

Article 27 – paragraph 7

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	7. The space available for groundhandling at an airport shall be divided among the various suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users, including new entrants, to the extent necessary for the exercise of their rights and to allow effective and fair competition, on the basis of relevant, objective, transparent and non-discriminatory rules and criteria.
	7. The space available for groundhandling at an airport shall be divided among the various suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users, including new entrants, to the extent necessary for the exercise of their rights and to allow effective and fair competition, on the basis of relevant, objective, transparent and non-discriminatory rules and criteria. Where necessary, the managing body of the airport may recover and redistribute that space.


Amendment

314
Proposal for a regulation

Article 27 – paragraph 8

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	8. If a decision on the scope of the centralised infrastructure is brought before the independent supervisory authority in line with paragraph (5) of this Article, the procedure laid down in Article 6 of Directive 2009/12/EC shall apply.
	8. If a decision on the scope of the centralised infrastructure is brought before the independent supervisory authority in line with paragraph 5 of this Article, the procedure laid down in Article 6(3), (4) or (5) of Directive 2009/12/EC shall apply.


Amendment

315
Proposal for a regulation

Article 28 – title

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Fees for centralised infrastructures and installations
	Fees for centralised infrastructures and airport installations


Amendment

316
Proposal for a regulation

Article 28 – paragraph 3

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3. The managing body of the airport or, where relevant, the managing body of the centralised infrastructure shall be entitled to recover its costs and to make a reasonable return on assets from the fees charged. The fees shall constitute consideration for a service.
	3. The managing body of the airport or, where relevant, the managing body of the centralised infrastructure shall be entitled to recover its costs and to make a reasonable return on assets from the fees charged. The fees shall constitute consideration for infrastructure or for a service.


Amendment

317
Proposal for a regulation

Article 28 – paragraph 4 – introductory wording
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4. Any fees as referred to in paragraph (1) shall be set at the level of the individual airport after consulting the Airport Users' Committee and with the undertakings providing groundhandling services at the airport. The managing body of the airport or, where relevant, the managing body of the centralised infrastructure, shall annually provide the Airport Users' Committee and the undertakings providing groundhandling services at the airport with information on the components serving as the basis for determining the fees. The information shall include at least the following:
	4. Any fees as referred to in paragraph 1 shall be set at the level of the individual airport after consulting the Airport Users' Committee and the undertakings providing groundhandling services at that airport. The managing body of the airport or, where relevant, the managing body of the centralised infrastructure, shall annually provide the Airport Users' Committee and the undertakings providing groundhandling services at the airport with information on the components serving as the basis for determining the fees, provided that all the abovementioned parties undertake to treat such information as strictly confidential at all times. The information shall include at least the following:


Amendment

318
Proposal for a regulation

Article 28 – paragraph 4 – point d

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(d) the revenue from the different fees, the total cost of the services covered by them and the return on assets;
	(d) the revenue from the different fees and the total cost of the services covered by them;


Amendment

319
Proposal for a regulation

Article 28 – paragraph 4 – point e a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(ea) forecasts of the situation at the airport as regards the groundhandling fees, traffic growth and proposed investments in infrastructure;


Amendment

320
Proposal for a regulation

Article 28 – paragraph 5

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5. The managing body of the airport shall publish the levels of fees, including a detailed list of the services provided, so as to demonstrate that any fees collected for the provision of centralised infrastructures, space for groundhandling and essential services related to the provision of groundhandling services are exclusively used to recover all or part of the related costs. Where relevant, the managing body of the centralised infrastructure shall communicate the levels of fees, including a detailed list of the services provided, to the managing body of the airport.
	5. The managing body of the airport shall publish the levels of fees, including a detailed list of the services provided, so as to demonstrate that any fees collected for the provision of centralised infrastructures are exclusively used to recover all or part of the related costs. Where relevant, the managing body of the centralised infrastructure shall communicate the levels of fees, including a detailed list of the services provided, to the managing body of the airport.


Amendment

321
Proposal for a regulation

Article 28 – paragraph 5 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	5a. Where the use of airport installations other than those defined as centralised infrastructure gives rise to the collection of a fee, the latter shall be determined in accordance with relevant, objective, transparent and non-discriminatory criteria.

	
	Member States shall remain free to allow the airport managing body of an airport network as defined in Directive 2009/12/EC to apply a common and transparent charging system.


Amendment

322
Proposal for a regulation

Article 28 – paragraph 6

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	6. Where the Airport Users' Committee disagrees with a fee set by the managing body of the airport or, where relevant, the managing body of the centralised infrastructure, it may ask the independent supervisory authority of the Member State concerned to decide on the level of the fee.
	6. Where the Airport Users' Committee disagrees with a fee set by the managing body of the airport or, where relevant, the managing body of the centralised infrastructure, it may ask the independent supervisory authority, the corresponding competent bodies of the Member State concerned or the authorities established in accordance with Articles 6(5) and 11(2) of Directive 2009/12/EC to decide on the level of the fees.


Amendment

323
Proposal for a regulation

Article 28 – paragraph 7

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	7. If a decision on the levels of fees is brought before the independent supervisory authority in line with paragraph (6) of this Article, the procedure laid down in Article 6 of Directive 2009/12/EC shall apply.
	7. If a disagreement on the levels of fees is brought before the independent supervisory authority in line with paragraph 6, the decision on the level of fees shall not take effect until the independent supervisory authority has examined the matter. If the independent supervisory authority agrees with the decision by the infrastructure's managing body on the level of groundhandling fees, then the fees may be recouped from the time the initial decision was made.


Amendment

324
Proposal for a regulation

Article 29

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. At airports whose annual traffic volume has been not less than 2 million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years, the managing body of the airport or the managing body of the centralised infrastructure shall, if it provides groundhandling services for third parties, establish a separate legal entity for the provision of these groundhandling activities.
	1. At airports whose annual traffic volume has been not less than five million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years, the managing body of the airport or the managing body of the centralised infrastructure shall, if it provides groundhandling services for third parties, guarantee a strict separation of accounts between its groundhandling activities and any other activity it may undertake.


	This entity shall be independent in terms of its legal form, its organisation and its decision-making from any entity concerned with the management of airport infrastructure where the managing body of the airport provides groundhandling services to third parties, and from any entity concerned with centralised infrastructure where the managing body of the centralised infrastructure provides groundhandling services to third parties.
	The accounts of the entities providing groundhandling services shall be in particular separate from those of any entity concerned with the management of airport infrastructure where the managing body of the airport provides groundhandling services to third parties, and from any entity concerned with centralised infrastructure where the managing body of the centralised infrastructure provides groundhandling services to third parties.

	2. At airports whose annual traffic volume has been not less than 2 million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years, the persons responsible for the management of the airport infrastructure or the management of the centralised infrastructure may not participate directly or indirectly in the company structures of the independent entity providing groundhandling services.
	2. At airports whose annual traffic volume has been not less than five million passenger movements or 50 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years, the persons responsible for the management of the airport infrastructure or the management of the centralised infrastructure may not participate directly or indirectly in the company structures of the entity providing groundhandling services.

	3. The legal entity providing groundhandling services as referred to in paragraph (1) may not receive any financial cross-subsidisation from aeronautical activities related to the management of airport infrastructure in cases where the managing body of the airport provides groundhandling services, or from aeronautical activities related to the management of centralised infrastructure in cases where the managing body of the centralised infrastructure provides groundhandling services which would allow the legal entity providing groundhandling services to reduce the prices it charges for its groundhandling services to third parties.
	3. The entities providing groundhandling services as referred to in paragraph 1 may not receive any financial cross-subsidisation from aeronautical activities related to the management of airport infrastructure or from aeronautical activities related to the management of centralised infrastructure to reduce the prices it charges for its groundhandling services to third parties.

	4. For the purpose of this Article 'aeronautical activities' of a managing body of the airport means any activity that the managing body of the airport carries at its respective airport out which is related to the provision of services or infrastructures to airport users, suppliers of groundhandling services in their activity of air transport, or air passengers using the airport, such as levying of airport charges, allocation of infrastructures and installations, security and safety measures at the airport. Non-aeronautical activities include real estate activities or any activities in another sector than air transport.
	4. For the purpose of this Article 'aeronautical activities' of a managing body of the airport means any activity that the managing body of the airport carries out at its respective airport which is related to the provision of services or infrastructures to airport users, suppliers of groundhandling services in their activity of air transport, or air passengers using the airport, such as levying of airport charges, allocation of infrastructures and installations, security and safety measures at the airport. Non-aeronautical activities include real-estate activities or any activities in a sector other than air transport.

	5. At the close of each financial year an independent auditor shall verify the situation and publicly declare that such financial cross-subsidisation has not occurred. Where the legal entity providing groundhandling services receives cross-subsidisation from non-aeronautical activities, the entity managing the airport infrastructure or the entity managing the centralised infrastructure shall demonstrate that this is compliant with paragraph (3).
	5. At the close of each financial year an independent auditor shall examine the separate accounts and publicly confirm that no financial cross-subsidisation from aeronautical activities within the meaning of paragraph 3 has occurred. Where the entity providing groundhandling services receives cross-subsidisation from non-aeronautical activities, the entity managing the airport infrastructure or the entity managing the centralised infrastructure shall demonstrate that this is compliant with paragraph 3.


Amendment

325
Proposal for a regulation

Article 30

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Article 30
Role of the managing body of the airport for the coordination of groundhandling services
	Article 30
Role of the managing body of the airport for the coordination of groundhandling services

	1. The managing body of the airport shall be in charge of the proper coordination of groundhandling activities at its airport. As ground coordinator, the managing body of the airport shall in particular ensure that the operations of suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users comply with the airport rules of conduct as defined in Article 31.
	1. The managing body of the airport shall be in charge of the proper coordination of groundhandling activities at its airport. As ground coordinator, the managing body of the airport shall in particular ensure that the operations of suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users and the provision of centralised infrastructure comply with the airport rules of conduct as defined in Article 31.

	
	The managing body of the airport shall be empowered to enforce those rules of conduct. The measures adopted shall be transparent, proportionate and non-discriminatory.

	
	If the managing body of the airport provides groundhandling services or directly or indirectly controls an undertaking which does so, the independent supervisory authority shall monitor the proper coordination of groundhandling services and the enforcement of the rules of conduct by the managing body.

	2. In addition, at airports whose annual traffic has been not less than 5 million passengers or 100 000 tonnes of freight for at least three consecutive years:
	2. In addition, at airports whose annual traffic has been not less than five million passengers or 100 000 tonnes of freight for at least three consecutive years:

	(a) the operations of suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users shall comply with minimum quality standards, as specified in Article 32;
	(a) the operations of suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users and the provision of centralised infrastructure shall comply with minimum quality standards, as specified in Article 32;

	(b) the managing body of the airport shall ensure that the operations of suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users are coordinated through an airport Collaborative Decision Making (CDM) and through a proper contingency plan.
	(b) the managing body of the airport shall ensure that a proper contingency plan is drawn up for the operations of suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users and that those operations are coordinated, where possible, through an airport Collaborative Decision Making (CDM) and through a proper contingency plan.

	3. The provisions of this Article are without prejudice to the EU competition rules.
	3. This Article are without prejudice to the Union's competition rules.

	4. The managing body of the airport shall provide an annual report on the application of the measures presented in paragraph (2) to the Performance Review Body of Eurocontrol. The Performance Review Body shall provide a consolidated report to the Commission.
	4. The managing body of the airport shall provide an annual report on the application of the measures presented in paragraph 2 to the Performance Review Body of Eurocontrol. The Performance Review Body shall provide a consolidated report to the Commission.

	5. The managing body of the airport shall report to the national approving authority any problem with the suppliers of groundhandling services or self-handling airport users at its airport.
	5. The managing body of the airport shall report to the national approving authority any problem with the suppliers of groundhandling services or self-handling airport users or the provision of centralised infrastructure at its airport.


Amendment

326
Proposal for a regulation

Article 30 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	Article 30a

	
	Presence of a contact person representing each air carrier

	
	Each air carrier shall have a contact person, or be legally represented at airports whose annual traffic volume is more than two million passengers. That contact person, who may be a groundhandling assistant, shall have the authority to enter into financial, operational and legal commitments on behalf of the air carrier at the airport concerned.


Amendment

327
Proposal for a regulation

Article 31 – paragraph 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. The managing body of the airport, a public authority or any other body which controls the airport may lay down rules of conduct.
	2. The Member State, the managing body of the airport, a public authority or any other body which controls the airport may, after consultation with the Airport Users' Committee and the undertakings providing groundhandling services, lay down rules of conduct to ensure the proper functioning of the airport.


Amendment

328
Proposal for a regulation

Article 31 – paragraph 3 – point c

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(c) they may not, in practice, reduce market access or the freedom to self-handle to a degree below that provided for in this Regulation.
	(c) they may not, in practice, reduce market access or the freedom to self-handle to a degree below that provided for in this Regulation. In particular, in the case of infringement of Articles 34 and 40, however, market access or the freedom to self-handle shall automatically be restricted. Failure to comply with Articles 34 and 40 shall automatically lead to the withdrawal, suspension or withholding of the licence.


Amendment

329
Proposal for a regulation

Article 31 – paragraph 3 – point c a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(ca) The managing body of the airport, a competent authority or another body responsible for airport supervision shall be free to choose appropriate means and instruments to impose penalties for infringements of the rules of conduct or failures to comply with instructions. Such appropriate means shall explicitly include contractual penalties.


Amendment

330
Proposal for a regulation

Article 31 – paragraph 4 – introductory wording
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4. A Member State may, where appropriate on a proposal from the managing body of the airport:
	4. On a proposal from the managing body of the airport, a Member State shall:


Amendment

331
Proposal for a regulation

Article 31 – paragraph 4 – point a

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(a) prohibit a supplier of groundhandling services or a self-handling airport user from supplying groundhandling services or self-handling if that supplier or user fails to comply with the rules of conduct;
	(a) impose a fine on, restrict or prohibit a supplier of groundhandling services or a self-handling airport user from supplying groundhandling services or self-handling if that supplier or user fails to comply with the rules of conduct. Member States shall take a decision on the provisions of this paragraph within two months following a proposal from the airport's managing body;


Amendment

332
Proposal for a regulation

Article 32 and Annex 1 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Article 32
Minimum quality standards
	Article 32
Minimum quality standards

	1. For the purposes of this Article, 'minimum quality standards' means minimum quality level requirements for groundhandling services.
	1. For the purposes of this Article, 'minimum quality standards' means minimum quality level requirements for groundhandling services.

	2. At airports whose annual traffic has been not less than 5 million passenger movements or 100 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years, the managing body of the airport or, where appropriate, the public authority or any other body which controls the airport shall set minimum quality standards for the performance of groundhandling services.
	2. At airports whose annual traffic has been not less than five million passenger movements or 100 000 tonnes of freight for at least the previous three years, the managing body of the airport or, where appropriate, the public authority or any other body which controls the airport shall, after consulting the Airport Users' Committee, set minimum quality standards for the performance of groundhandling services and centralised infrastructure. The minimum quality standards set by the managing body shall be immediately notified to the Commission and communicated to the competent public authority which may, where appropriate, call for those standards to be revised.

	
	Such standards shall be consistent with the safety rules, arrangements and management systems of the airport operator and of affected air operators as referred to in Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the European Parliament and Council of 20 February 2008 on common rules in the field of civil aviation and establishing a European Aviation Safety Agency1.

	3. Suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users shall respect these minimum quality standards. In addition, airport users and suppliers of groundhandling services shall respect the minimum quality standards in their contractual relations.
	3. Suppliers of groundhandling services, self-handling airport users and the managing body of the airport or, where relevant, the managing body of the centralised infrastructure shall respect these minimum quality standards. In addition, airport users and suppliers of groundhandling services and the managing body of the airport or, where relevant, the managing body of the centralised infrastructure shall respect the minimum quality standards in contractual relations between them.

	4. The minimum quality standards shall cover in particular the following fields: operational performance, training, information and assistance to passengers, in particular as referred to in Regulations (EC) No 261/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council and EC (No) 1107/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council, CDM, safety, security, contingency measures, and the environment.
	4. The minimum quality standards shall cover in particular the following fields: operational performance, staff training, adequate equipment, information and assistance to passengers, in particular as referred to in Regulations (EC) No 261/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council and EC (No) 1107/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council, CDM, safety, security, contingency measures, and compliance with environmental requirements.

	5. The minimum quality standards shall be fair, transparent, non-discriminatory and without prejudice to applicable Union legislation, including Regulations (EC) No 261/2004 and (EC) No 1107/2006. They shall be consistent, proportionate and relevant in relation to the quality of airport operations. In this regard due account shall be taken of the quality of customs, airport security and immigrations procedure.
	5. The minimum quality standards shall be fair, transparent, non-discriminatory and without prejudice to applicable Union legislation, including Regulations (EC) No 261/2004 and (EC) No 1107/2006. They shall be consistent, proportionate and relevant in relation to the quality of airport operations. In this regard due account shall be taken of the quality of customs, airport security and immigrations procedure.

	6. The minimum quality standards shall comply with specifications set by the Commission. The Commission shall be empowered to adopt those specifications by means of delegated acts in accordance with Article 42.
	6. The minimum quality standards shall comply with specifications laid down in Annex Ia.

	7. Prior to establishing these standards the airport managing body shall consult the Airport Users' Committee and the suppliers of groundhandling services.
	7. The competent authority of the Member State concerned shall either directly or upon notification by the managing body of the airport impose appropriate penalties where the minimum quality standards are not adequately met. This shall be done in accordance with the following procedure:

	
	– if suppliers of groundhandling services or self-handling airport users fail to meet the minimum quality standards, the managing body of the airport shall immediately inform them of the irregularities concerned and provide them with a list of the criteria that need to be met. It shall also inform the Airport Users' Committee and the competent authority of the Member State of the failure to meet these standards;

	
	– if, six months after that list of criteria is sent, the supplier of groundhandling services or self-handling airport user concerned does not fully meet the minimum quality standards, the managing body of the airport, after consulting the Airport Users’ Committee, may ask the Member State concerned to impose a fine on the supplier of groundhandling services or self-handling airport user, or to partly or fully prohibit them from providing services in the airport concerned or throughout the territory of the Member State concerned. The Commission and the public authority concerned shall be notified immediately of any action taken by a Member State in response to such a request from the managing body of an airport.

	
	7a. The managing body of the airport shall determine the type and scope of activities covered by each of the criteria for minimum quality standards at the airport it manages. The managing body of the airport shall consult the Airport Users’ Committee on the definition and scope of, and method for assessing conformity with, those standards. Before those standards are introduced, all providers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users shall receive training to ensure that they are able to properly assess compliance with the criteria for minimum quality standards.

	
	7b. At least once a year, the managing body of the airport shall notify the Airport Users’ Committee of the extent to which suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users are complying with the minimum quality standards in force.

	
	7c. Without prejudice to paragraphs 1 to 7, the airport management body shall focus on the question of safety when evaluating compliance by groundhandling services with minimum quality standards, and shall take suitable action in accordance with standard procedures if it considers that the safety of the airport is being compromised.

	
	7d. All the minimum quality standards, including quantitative criteria if they are applicable, shall be made available to the public. Before any update of or change to the minimum quality standards, the managing body of the airport shall consult the Airport Users’ Committee and the suppliers of groundhandling services operating at the airport.

	
	_____________________________

	
	1 OJ L 79, 19.3.2008, p. 1.

	
	ANNEX Ia
LIST OF MINIMUM QUALITY STANDARDS

	
	The minimum quality standards defined by the managing body of the airport or other body referred to in Article 32 comprise:

	
	1. Minimum quality standards for operational activities:

	
	– maximum waiting time for baggage check-in. A maximum waiting time may be set for the airport as a whole or for an individual terminal;

	
	– maximum time for transferring passengers between connecting flights;

	
	(b) baggage handling:

	
	– maximum time for delivery of first item of baggage. A maximum waiting time may be set for the airport as a whole or for an individual terminal;

	
	– maximum time for delivery of last item of baggage. A maximum waiting time may be set for the airport as a whole or for an individual terminal;

	
	– maximum time for delivery of baggage during transfer between connecting flights A maximum waiting time may be set for the airport as a whole or for an individual terminal;

	
	(c) freight and mail handling:

	
	– maximum time for delivery of freight and mail. A maximum waiting time may be set for the airport as a whole or for an individual terminal;

	
	– maximum time for delivery of freight and mail during transfer between connecting flights A maximum waiting time may be set for the airport as a whole or for an individual terminal;

	
	(d) winter operations:

	
	– maximum time for de-icing an aircraft;

	
	– minimum stock of de-icing fluid;

	
	(e) ramp handling:

	
	– maximum time for passenger boarding/disembarkation;

	
	(f) ramps cleared of foreign objects and debris (FOD).

	
	2. Minimum quality standards for training:

	
	– regular participation in training courses organised by the airport concerning activities in restricted areas of the airport, security and safety, crisis management and environmental protection.

	
	3. Minimum quality standards for passenger information and assistance:

	
	(a) displaying real-time information on baggage delivery times;

	
	(b) displaying real-time information on delayed and cancelled flights;

	
	(c) minimum number of staff members able to provide information at the gate;

	
	(d) minimum number of staff members able to accept complaints or information about lost baggage.

	
	4. Minimum quality standards for equipment:

	
	– number and availability of assistance vehicles for passengers/baggage/aircraft.

	
	5. Minimum quality standards relating to the CDM system:

	
	– participation in the airport’s CDM system.

	
	6. Minimum quality standards relating to safety:

	
	– possession of a safety management system (SMS) and an obligation to coordinate this with the airport’s safety system;

	
	– accident and incident reporting.

	
	7. Minimum quality standards relating to security:

	
	– possession of a security management system in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 300/2008 of the European Parliament and the Council of 11 March 2008 on common rules in the field of civil aviation security* and an obligation to coordinate this with the airport’s security system.

	
	8. Minimum quality standards relating to contingency planning:

	
	– possession of a contingency plan (including action to be taken in the event of heavy snowfall) and an obligation to coordinate this with the airport’s plan.

	
	9. Environment:

	
	– reporting of incidents that affect the environment (e.g. leaks);

	
	– gases emitted by the vehicles used.

	
	_______________

	
	* OJ L 97, 9.4.2008, p. 72.


Amendment

333
Proposal for a regulation

Article 33

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Article 33
	deleted

	Reporting obligations on the performance of groundhandling services
	

	1. At airports whose annual traffic has been not less than 5 million passenger movements or 100 000 tonnes of freight for at least three consecutive years, suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users shall report on their operational performance to the Commission.
	

	2. The Commission shall be empowered to adopt detailed specifications regarding the content and dissemination of reporting obligations by means of a delegated act in accordance with Article 42.
	


Amendment

334
Proposal for a regulation

Article 34 – paragraph 1

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. Suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users shall ensure that all their employees involved in the provision of groundhandling services, including managing staff and supervisors, regularly attend specific and recurrent training to enable them to perform the tasks assigned to them.
	1. Suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users shall ensure that all their employees involved in the provision of groundhandling services, including managing staff and supervisors, regularly attend occupational and recurrent training, harmonised at European level, to enable them to perform the tasks assigned to them and to prevent accidents and injuries. A competent Union institution or body, in cooperation with the competent authorities in the Member States, airport operators and social partners, shall set ambitious and binding minimum standards to ensure the highest quality of education and training for employees in the groundhandling sector. Those standards shall be regularly updated and developed in order to contribute to the quality of operations in terms of reliability, resilience, safety and security, and to create a level playing field among operators. The competent authorities of the Member States shall monitor compliance with education and training standards, using appropriate means. Until the required standards are met at the respective airport, the accreditation of the service providers concerned shall be suspended, withdrawn or withheld. This procedure shall serve to maintain safety in European air traffic. At the expense of the supplier of groundhandling services concerned and self-handling airport users, recurrent training may be ordered.


Amendment

335
Proposal for a regulation

Article 34 – paragraph 2
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. Every employee involved in the provision of groundhandling services shall attend at least two days of training relevant for the tasks assigned to the employee. Every employee shall attend the relevant training when taking up a new job or when a new task is assigned to the employee.
	2. Every employee involved in the provision of groundhandling services shall regularly attend a theoretical and practical course of basic training as well as a course of training relevant for the tasks assigned to the employee. The competent authorities of the Member States, in cooperation with the airport operators and social partners concerned, shall determine details for additional airport-specific training, as well as the frequency and the minimum duration of such training. The passing of a practical test and a theoretical test shall serve to demonstrate that the relevant skills and knowledge have been acquired. The training costs shall be borne in full by the employers. Every employee shall undergo the relevant training before taking up a new job or starting a newly assigned task.


Amendment

336

Proposal for a regulation

Article 34 – paragraph 3 – introductory wording
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3. Where relevant for the activity of groundhandling services in question, training shall cover at least:
	3. The specific content of the tests and courses and their proper conduct shall be harmonised at European level and regulated and monitored by the competent authorities of the Member States. Where relevant for the activity of the groundhandling services in question, training and tests shall cover at least:


Amendment

337

Proposal for a regulation

Article 34 – paragraph 3 – point g

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(g) functional training for passenger handling, including training on passenger boarding bridge training and passenger information and assistance in accordance with Regulations (EC) No 261/2004 and (EC) No 1107/2006;
	(g) functional training for passenger handling, with emphasis on passengers with special needs, in particular those with reduced mobility or with disabilities, including training on passenger boarding bridge training and passenger information and assistance in accordance with Regulations (EC) No 261/2004 and (EC) No 1107/2006;


Amendment

338

Proposal for a regulation

Article 34 – paragraph 3 – point n

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(n) emergency measures and contingency management;
	(n) emergency measures, first aid training and contingency management;


Amendment

339

Proposal for a regulation

Article 34 – paragraph 3 – point p a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(pa) measures to protect groundhandling staff against health hazards typically associated with their work.


Amendment

340

Proposal for a regulation

Article 35 – paragraph 1

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. Without prejudice to paragraphs (2), (3) and (4), suppliers of groundhandling services may engage in subcontracting.
	1. Without prejudice to paragraphs 2, 3 and 4, suppliers of groundhandling services may engage in subcontracting. Articles 34 and 40 shall apply in the same way to subcontractors.


Amendment

341

Proposal for a regulation

Article 35 – paragraph 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. Self-handling airport users may subcontract groundhandling services only where they are temporarily unable to perform self-handling due to force majeure.
	deleted


Amendment

342

Proposal for a regulation

Article 35 – paragraph 5

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5. Any supplier of groundhandling services and self-handling airport user using one or more subcontractors shall ensure that the subcontractors comply with the obligations on suppliers of groundhandling services under this Regulation.
	5. Any supplier of groundhandling services and any self-handling airport user using a subcontractor for a category of service shall ensure that the subcontractor complies with the obligations incumbent on suppliers of groundhandling services under this Regulation.


Amendment

343

Proposal for a regulation

Article 35 – paragraph 5 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	5a. Subcontracts shall be awarded only to operators that have demonstrated that they are qualified and reliable .


Amendment

344

Proposal for a regulation

Article 35 – paragraph 5 b (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	5b. Any supplier of groundhandling services and any self-handling airport user using one or more subcontractors shall remain financially liable for the subcontracting.


Amendment

345
Proposal for a regulation

Article 35 – paragraph 5 c (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	5c. The contracting entity may restrict the number of subcontractors when this is required on the grounds of space or capacity.


Amendment

346
Proposal for a regulation

Article 35 – paragraph 6

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	6. Any supplier of groundhandling services and self-handling airport user using one or more subcontractors shall inform the managing body of the airport of the name and activities of the subcontractors concerned.
	6. Any supplier of groundhandling services and any self-handling airport user using a subcontractor for a category of service shall inform the managing body of the airport of the name and activities of the subcontractor concerned.


Amendment

347
Proposal for a regulation

Article 36 – paragraph 1 – introductory wording
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. Without prejudice to the international commitments of the Union, the Commission may, in accordance with the examination procedure referred to in Article 43 (3), decide that a Member State or Member States shall take measures, including the complete or partial suspension of the right of access to the groundhandling market within its territory in respect of suppliers of groundhandling services and self-handling airport users from that third country, with a view to remedying the discriminatory behaviour of the third country concerned, whenever it appears that a third country, with respect to access to the groundhandling or self-handling market:
	1. Without prejudice to the international commitments of the Union, whenever it appears that a third country, with respect to access to the groundhandling or self-handling market:


Amendment

348
Proposal for a regulation

Article 36 – paragraph 1 a (new)

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	1a. A Member State may wholly or partially suspend the obligations arising from this Regulation in respect of suppliers of groundhandling services and airport users from a third country as referred to in paragraph 1, in accordance with Union law.


Amendment

349
Proposal for a regulation

Article 39 – paragraph 1 – introductory wording
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. The Commission shall submit a report to the European Parliament and the Council on the implementation of this Regulation not later than 5 years after the date of application of this Regulation. The report shall in particular assess any significant impact on the quality of groundhandling services, employment and working conditions. The report shall include the following set of indicators and criteria for a sample of airports:
	1. The Commission shall submit a report to the European Parliament and the Council on the implementation of this Regulation not later than three years after the date of application of this Regulation. The report shall in particular assess the impact on the quality of groundhandling services as well as employment and working conditions. The report shall examine the following indicators and criteria:


Amendment

350
Proposal for a regulation

Article 39 – paragraph 1 – point e

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(e) opinion of stakeholders on the approval system (approval criteria, implementation issues, price etc.);
	(e) opinion of stakeholders on the approval system (approval criteria, implementation issues, price, administrative process, etc.);


Amendment

351
Proposal for a regulation

Article 39 – paragraph 1 – point j

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(j) safety accidents involving groundhandling services;
	(j) safety accidents and incidents involving groundhandling services;


Amendment

352
Proposal for a regulation

Article 39 – paragraph 1 – point l
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(l) minimum quality standards for groundhandling undertakings;
	(l) minimum quality standards for groundhandling undertakings at each Union airport for the 11 categories of services listed in Annex 1; examination of the connection between delays caused by groundhandling services and minimum quality standards;


Amendment

353
Proposal for a regulation

Article 39 – paragraph 1 – point m

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(m) training features;
	(m) the state of training and further training with reference to the fields listed in points (a) to (pa) of Article 34(3); examination of the connection between delays caused by groundhandling services and the state of training and further training;


Amendment

354
Proposal for a regulation

Article 39 – paragraph 1 – point n

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(n) transfer of staff and its impact on the protection of employees;
	(n) transfer of staff and its impact on the protection of employees, particularly the number of staff transferred where there has been a change of supplier of groundhandling services and the number of staff who accepted voluntary redundancy where there has been a change of supplier of groundhandling services; the development of wages in the case of transferred workers and the number of cases brought before employment tribunals in connection with transfers;


Amendment

355
Proposal for a regulation

Article 39 – paragraph 1 – point o

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(o) employment and working conditions in the groundhandling sector.
	(o) employment and working conditions in the groundhandling sector, particularly trends in wages and salaries in comparison with trends in the prices charged for handling and in comparison with changes in the productivity of groundhandling services at the airport as a whole and those supplied by individual groundhandling service providers.


Amendment

356
Proposal for a regulation

Article 39 – paragraph 3

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3. On the basis of this report the Commission may decide if a revision of this Regulation is necessary.
	3. On the basis of this report the Commission, in close cooperation with the European Parliament, may decide whether a revision of this Regulation is necessary.


Amendment

361
Proposal for a regulation

Article 40
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Without prejudice to the application of this Regulation, and subject to the other provisions of Union law, Member States may take the necessary measures to ensure protection of rights of workers.
	Member States shall ensure legally that the staff of undertakings providing third party groundhandling or self-handling services enjoy an adequate level of social security, as well as decent working conditions, also in the case of subcontracting and in the context of service contracts. If competent authorities of a Member State find that the required standards are not met at a given airport, the accreditation of the service providers or self-handling services concerned shall be suspended, withdrawn or withheld, until the appropriate standard has been attained again.


Amendment

357
Proposal for a regulation

Articles 45 and 46

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. Suppliers selected in accordance with Article 11 of Directive 96/67/EC before the date of application of this Regulation shall continue to be authorised under the conditions laid down in Directive 96/67/EC until the initially planned selection period has expired
	1. Suppliers selected in accordance with Article 11 of Directive 96/67/EC before the date of application of this Regulation shall continue to be authorised under the conditions laid down in Directive 96/67/EC until the initially planned selection period has expired

	2. At airports where only two suppliers were selected per category of services pursuant to Article 6(2) of Directive 96/67/EC and where a minimum number of three suppliers are to be selected pursuant to Article 6(2) of this Regulation, a selection procedure in accordance with Articles 7 to 13 of this Regulation shall be organised so that the third supplier is selected and able to start operations not later then one year after the date of application of this Regulation.


	2. At airports where only two suppliers were selected per category of services pursuant to Article 6(2) of Directive 96/67/EC and where a minimum number of three suppliers are to be selected pursuant to Article 6(2) of this Regulation, a selection procedure in accordance with Articles 7 to 13 of this Regulation shall be organised so that the third supplier is selected and able to start operations not later then three years after the date of application of this Regulation.



	3. Approvals issued in accordance with Article 14 of Directive 96/67/EC shall continue to be valid until their expiry, and in any event not longer than two years after the date of application of this Regulation.
	3. Approvals issued in accordance with Article 14 of Directive 96/67/EC shall continue to be valid until their expiry, and in any event not longer than two years after the date of application of this Regulation.

	4. Where an undertaking is issued an approval in accordance with this Regulation, it shall request within two months the cancellation of any of its approval(s) issued in accordance with Article 14 of Directive 96/67/EC. However, if an approval issued in accordance with Article 14 of Directive 96/67/EC is due to expire within two months following the issuance of the new approval in accordance with this Regulation, the undertaking shall not be obliged to request the cancellation.
	4. Where an undertaking is issued an approval in accordance with this Regulation, it shall request within two months the cancellation of any of its approval(s) issued in accordance with Article 14 of Directive 96/67/EC. However, if an approval issued in accordance with Article 14 of Directive 96/67/EC is due to expire within two months following the issuance of the new approval in accordance with this Regulation, the undertaking shall not be obliged to request the cancellation.

	5. Article 26 of this Regulation does not apply to approvals issued in accordance with Article 14 of Directive 96/67/EC.
	5. Article 26 of this Regulation does not apply to approvals issued in accordance with Article 14 of Directive 96/67/EC.

	Article 46
Entry into force and application
	Article 46
Entry into force and application

	This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. 

This Regulation shall apply for XX.XX.20XX [18 months after the date of adoption]. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.
	This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. 

This Regulation shall apply from XX.XX.20XX [36 months after the date of adoption].

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.


Amendment

358
Proposal for a regulation

Annex 1 – point 2

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2. Passenger handling comprises any kind of information and assistance – including those provided in the framework of the relevant EU legislation on passenger rights – to arriving, departing, transfer or transit passengers, including checking tickets and travel documents, registering baggage and carrying it to the sorting area.
	2. Passenger handling comprises the provision of any kind of information and assistance – including information and assistance provided in the framework of the relevant Union law on passenger rights – to arriving, departing, transfer or transit passengers, including checking tickets and travel documents, registering baggage, establishing that the baggage belongs to the passenger concerned, for example by means of electronic verification, and carrying it to the sorting area.


Amendment

359
Proposal for a regulation

Annex 1 – point 5 – point 5.4

	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5.4. the loading and unloading of the aircraft, including the provision and operation of suitable means, as well as the transport of crew and passengers between the aircraft and the terminal, and baggage transport between the aircraft and the terminal;
	5.4. the loading and unloading of the aircraft, including the provision and operation of suitable means, the transport of crew and passengers between the aircraft and the terminal, baggage transport between the aircraft and the terminal, and the loading and unloading of wheelchairs and other mobility equipment and assistance devices for persons with reduced mobility;


�	See Information note of December 2012: doc. 17483/12.


� 	OJ C 181, 21.6.2012, p. 173.


� 	OJ C 277, 13.9.2012, p. 111.
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